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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To provide a method by which 
an extremely thin semiconductor chip can be manufactured, 
without causing chipping. 

SOLUTION: In a method for manufacturing a semiconductor 
chip, the thickness of a wafer carrying many chips formed 
on its front surface is first reduced to a prescribed value by 
grinding the rear surface of the wafer. Then broken layers 
made at the time of grinding the rear surface of the wafer, 
is removed by polishing or etching the rear surface. In 
addition, grooves having a prescribed depth are formed on 
the front surface of the wafer along streets formed between 
the chips. Thereafter, the wafer is divided into individual 
chips by cleaving the wafer along the grooves. Since the 
broken layers formed on the rear surface of the wafer are 
removed and the wafer is divided into the individual chips, 
by utilizing the cleavage of the wafer after the rear surface 
of the wafer is ground in this way, occurrence of chipping 
can be suppressed effectively. 
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